
Truth
by: Ronald L. Dart

They say the truth is the first casualty in any war, and there can't be much doubt that it's true.

First is the deliberate lie, the counterfeit. Adolf Hitler and his gang started lying long before they
got into power, and they used murder and lies to get the power.

Then there is the confused lie.  War and battle generate a lot of confusion and the confusion
generates its own set of lies.

Then there's the frightened lie, fear of disclosure. Fear of loss. These things take a terrible toll on
the truth.

And then there's the tactical lie. In Afghanistan, the Taliban lied to their people telling them that
the  Americans  were  dropping  poisoned  food  for  the  poor  Afghan  people.  The  Pentagon
countered by telling the Afghans that the Taliban was poisoning the American food shipments to
turn the populace against us.

Then after all the lies told by the adversaries in war and their accomplices, there is the media,
television, radio, newspapers, not that they deliberately lie, but they contribute mightily to the
fog of battle. Now that we find ourselves in a war, we are going to have to learn to be very
careful about the truth. Sometimes in war, we have to do things that are very unpleasant. People
have to be killed, lies have to be told to mislead the enemy and to save the lives of our own
troops. Does that trouble you? Good! It should, but sometimes it has to be done.

The important thing about lying in war is, you must never forget what the truth is!

The most dangerous liar is the man who lies to himself.

But all of this is done at great risk. We're in a war and in a war,  there is a chance that we will
lose track of who we are and what we stand for. This is a time when we can't afford to be
careless about the truth.
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- - - - - - - - - - - - -

The late Ronald L. Dart was a Christian evangelist whose teachings still inspire thousands of
people around the world.  His legacy spans decades.  For more information about the teachings
of  Ronald  L.  Dart,  visit  RLDEA.com where  you will  find  booklets,  articles,  sermons,  Bible
studies, and books by Mr. Dart.

Discussion Questions

1. In what ways has truth set you free?

2. In what ways has lies hurt you or your family or someone else you know?

3. What happened when the truth came out?

4. How can someone loose themselves when there are a lot of lies going around?

5. How can one prevent themselves from getting caught up in the lies?

6. What type of war do you think Mr. Dart was referring to?

7. Do you sometimes feel like you are in a ‘war’?
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