
Today’s Bible Verses
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Today's 2 verses continue David's praise of God for His protection and salvation.

"God, I will sing a new song to You; I will play on a ten-stringed harp for You." 
Psalm 144:9  (1 of 2 for Feb 16) 

"[God is] the One who gives victory to kings, who frees His servant David from the 
deadly sword." 
Psalm 144:10  (2 of 2 for Feb 16) 

__________ 

The Bible verses above are those selected for today  
for my daily posting on both FACEBOOK and TWITTER. 

See also: CHRISTOURPASSOVER.org

(ALL VERSES ARE EXCERPTED FROM THE HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE, HCSB.)

______________________________ 

Additional Verses and Bible Study
Dr. Grover B. Proctor, Jr. 

“I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace.  
You will have suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.” 
Jesus, quoted in John 16:33

PART 16 

HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE COMMENTARY



And so we came to Rome. Now the believers 
from there had heard the news about us and 
had come to meet us as far as the Forum of 
Appius and the Three Taverns. When Paul 
saw them, he thanked God and took courage. 
When we entered Rome, Paul was permitted 
to stay by himself with the soldier who 
guarded him. 
After three days he called together the leaders 
of the Jews. When they had gathered he said 
to them: “Brothers, although I have done 
nothing against our people or the customs of 
our ancestors, I was delivered as a prisoner 
from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 
After they examined me, they wanted to 
release me, since I had not committed a 
capital offense. Because the Jews objected, I 
was compelled to appeal to Caesar; it was not 
as though I had any accusation against my 
nation. For this reason I’ve asked to see you 
and speak to you. In fact, it is for the hope of 
Israel that I’m wearing this chain.”  
Then they said to him, “We haven’t received 
any letters about you from Judea. None of the 
brothers has come and reported or spoken 
anything evil about you. But we would like to 
hear from you what you think. For concerning 
this sect, we are aware that it is spoken 
against everywhere.” 
After arranging a day with him, many came to 
him at his lodging. From dawn to dusk he 
expounded and witnessed about the kingdom 
of God. He tried to persuade them concerning 
Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets. Some were persuaded by what he 
said, but others did not believe.  
Disagreeing among themselves, they began 
to leave after Paul made one statement: “The 
Holy Spirit correctly spoke through the 
prophet Isaiah to your ancestors when He 
said,  
Go to these people and say:  
You will listen and listen,  
yet never understand;  
and you will look and look,  
yet never perceive.  
For the hearts of these people  
have grown callous,  
their ears are hard of hearing,  
and they have shut their eyes;  
otherwise they might see with their eyes  
and hear with their ears,  
understand with their heart,  
and be converted,  
and I would heal them. [Isaiah 6:9-10]
Therefore, let it be known to you that this 
saving work of God has been sent to the 
Gentiles; they will listen!” [After he said these 
things, the Jews departed, while engaging in a 
prolonged debate among themselves.] 

The very last one of the “acts (deeds) of the 
apostles” recounted in the Book of Acts is Paul’s 
arrival in Rome. And for our purposes, it is quite 
interesting that the last bit of Paul’s preaching 
quoted in here by Luke has to do with healing. But 
it won’t be what you’re expecting. 

Under arrest as a result of false charges 
brought against him by the religious leadership in 
Jerusalem, Paul had demanded his right as a 
citizen of Rome to have his case heard by Caesar. 
And therefore, he has been brought in chains to 
that city. 

Upon arriving, he was met by a gathering of 
believers, whose good will bolstered Paul’s 
courage. Before that first week had ended, he 
called together the leaders of Rome’s Jews, so that 
he could meet with them and explain his innocence 
to the charges. The Jews told Paul they had not 
heard any negative things about him, but they said 
“this sect” (Christianity, as we would call it today) 
was “spoken against everywhere.” 

Paul met with them again, and preached to 
them about the Kingdom of God and Jesus “from 
both the Law of Moses and the Prophets.” The 
meeting seems to have come to a contentious end 
when Paul cited Isaiah 6:9-10 to them, saying that 
these words had been correctly spoked “ by the 
Holy Spirit to your ancestors”: 
Go! Say to these people:  
Keep listening, but do not understand;  
keep looking, but do not perceive.  
Dull the minds of these people;  
deafen their ears and blind their eyes; 
otherwise they might see with their eyes  
and hear with their ears,  
understand with their minds,  
turn back, and be healed. 

Paul’s parting shot was, “This saving work of 
God (this “sect,” the truth of the Kingdom) has been 
sent to the Gentiles … and they will listen!” 

God’s message to Israel, which He sent 
through Isaiah – the same message God sent 
through Paul to the Jews in Rome – has several 
important points for our study here. 

God told His people that they were turning all 
their senses away from Him. Their eyes didn’t 
perceive, their ears didn’t hear, their minds didn’t 
understand. Blind, deaf, and lacking understanding, 
Israel was purposefully turning their backs to their 
Creator and their God. 

What would be the consequences? God was 
plain about that, in the last phrase. He would stop 
His healing.

There would be no more healing of individual 
misery, illness, or infirmities. There would be no 
more national healing of defeats (up to and 
including captivity) inflicted by Israel’s enemies. In 
fact, all protection and healing was about to be 
withdrawn from Israel, unless they began to see, 
listen, and understand. 

As we know in hindsight, suffering did come to 
Israel. And when it did, they found that 
chastisement had replaced healing in God’s 
relationship with His people. 

Several hundred years later, Paul added a 
postscript to Isaiah’s warning: If you will continue to 
blind your eyes and stop your ears to the truth of 



(Translator’s note: Other manuscripts omit 
bracketed text.) 

ACTS 28:14-29 

God, it will be taken to the Gentiles (the nations 
other than Israel). 

And, Paul told them, they will listen! 

-----------------------------------------

TO DATE: THIS STUDY HAS EXAMINED  59  BIBLICAL PASSAGES IN  16  LESSONS. 

----------------------------------------- 

USAGE OF THE NAME OF GOD IN THESE VERSES AND STUDIES 

As I do in all my Daily and Additional Verses, whenever an OT passage 
contains the four-letter Name of God  יהוה  (transliteration: YHVH or YHWH), 
I change the translation from The LORD to Yahweh. (Yahweh seems to be the 
most common transliteration of the name, but I have recently come across 
some very persuasive arguments that the name was originally Yehovah.) 

I don’t make this change for reasons of doctrine (or because I think 
my prayers won’t be heard if I don’t pronounce God’s name correctly!) – but 
simply because in the original Hebrew context, the word is a proper name.
(See Exodus 3:15 below.)  

And as such, I believe to read the text in a way that uses a proper 
name (and not a title, like Lord) conveys more accurate information. Paul told 
us that “All Scripture is inspired by God,” and so why wouldn’t we want to 
read it the way He inspired it? While it is true that the correct pronunciation 
of YHWH has been lost, “Yahweh” is probably our era’s most commonly used 
equivalent.

God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever; this is how I 
am to be remembered in every generation.” 

Exodus 3:15 
----------------------------------------- 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable 
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness,  
so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17 (HCSB)

If you know of others who would like to receive these Daily Verses emails –
free of charge, of course – just have them send me their email address.  
I will never allow anyone but me to see or to use the email addresses 
entrusted to me, and I will use them only for the purpose of these Daily 
Verses. Promise. 
                                               –GBP2 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE: 



If you do not wish to receive these daily emails, please feel free any time to hit “Reply” and tell me. 
I know that mailbox clutter is greatly annoying, and that is certainly not my intention for this! 

Research for this publication was assisted by Faithlife Corporation's Logos Bible Software 7. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB). 
Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers.
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