
 

Today’s Bible Verses 
13 DECEMBER 2018 

 

Today's 3 verses, read in order, lead up to the triumphant entry into Jerusalem of its 
great yet humble King. 
 
a [Jesus:] "Go into the village. At once you will find a donkey tied there, and a colt with 
her. Untie them and bring them to Me." 
Matthew 21:2  (1 of 3 for Dec 13) 
 
b [Jesus:] "If anyone says anything to you, you should say that the Lord needs them, 
and immediately he will send them." 
Matthew 21:3  (2 of 3 for Dec 13) 
 
c "Tell Zion, ‘Look, your King is coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a donkey, even 
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’" 
Matthew 21:5  (3 of 3 for Dec 13) 
 
__________ 
 
(ALL VERSES ARE EXCERPTED FROM THE HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE, HCSB.) 

 
 

The Bible verses in the box above are this day’s verses which 
I selected for my daily posting on both FACEBOOK and TWITTER. 

 
SEE ALSO: 

ChristOurPassover.org 
 
 

ADDITIONAL VERSES BIBLE STUDY: 

THIS SERIES DEDICATED TO MY WIFE, ADRIANNE 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GroverProctor
https://twitter.com/GBP2
http://www.christourpassover.org/


There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to one 
hope at your calling — one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 

and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
Ephesians 4:4–6 

 
PART 11 

 

HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE 

 

COMMENTARY 

 
 
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord. He went to the high 
priest and requested letters from him to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any men or women who 
belonged to the Way, he might bring them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem. As he traveled and was nearing Damascus, a 
light from heaven suddenly flashed around him. Falling to 
the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting Me?”  

“Who are You, Lord?” he said.  
“I am Jesus, the One you are persecuting,” He replied. 

“But get up and go into the city, and you will be told what 
you must do.”  

The men who were traveling with him stood 
speechless, hearing the sound but seeing no one. Then 
Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were 
open, he could see nothing. So they took him by the hand 
and led him into Damascus. He was unable to see for 
three days and did not eat or drink.  

There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. 
And the Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias!”  

“Here I am, Lord!” he said.  
“Get up and go to the street called Straight,” the Lord 

said to him, “to the house of Judas, and ask for a man 
from Tarsus named Saul, since he is praying there. In a 
vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and 
placing his hands on him so he can regain his sight.”  

“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard from many 
people about this man, how much harm he has done to 
Your saints in Jerusalem. And he has authority here from 
the chief priests to arrest all who call on Your name.”  

But the Lord said to him, “Go! For this man is My 
chosen instrument to take My name to Gentiles, kings, 
and the Israelites. I will show him how much he must 
suffer for My name!”  

So Ananias left and entered the house. Then he placed 
his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, 
who appeared to you on the road you were traveling, has 
sent me so that you can regain your sight and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.”  

At once something like scales fell from his eyes, and 
he regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized. 

ACTS 9:1-18 

 
[Paul:] “As I was traveling and near Damascus, about 
noon an intense light from heaven suddenly flashed 
around me. I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 
me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’  

“I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’  

 
Second only to that of Jesus 

Himself, no doubt the most famous 
and (at the time) most unexpected 
baptism of the first century was that 
of a man called Saul of Tarsus. We 
(who have come later) know him by 
the name he later adopted, Paul. 

(For the sake of clarity and 
continuity, I will refer to him as “Paul” 
here, even though he was still known 
as Saul at the time these events 
occurred.) 

There is so much that we could 
study and learn from Paul, and 
perhaps we will embark on one or 
more Bible Studies here of his life, 
teachings, and writings, at a later 
time. 

But here, today, we examine his 
baptism into the covenant of 
repentance, forgiveness, and 
salvation of Jesus the Christ. Was 
there a man alive at that time less 
likely to discover and believe the 
truth that Christ brought and taught – 
not to mention to become perhaps 
the greatest human Christian thinker 
and theologian of the faith? 

At three different places in the 
book of Acts, its author Luke includes 
accounts of Paul’s “Road to 
Damascus” encounter with the risen 
Jesus. The first of them (Acts 9) was 
Luke’s own “historian’s” account, and 
as such is as long as the other two 
combined, and contains much more 
detail. The other two are in Acts 22 
and 26, where Paul himself is the 
narrator, giving testimony to his 
miraculous meeting with Christ – first 
to a violent mob that wanted to kill 
him at the Temple in Jerusalem, and 
later when he was a prisoner and was 
addressing King Herod Agrippa. 

We know the story. Paul is on his 
way to Damascus, armed with 
warrants from the Chief Priests to 
arrest any Christians he might find in 
the synagogues there.  

Along the way, there is a 
blindingly intense flash of light – Paul 
described it as “brighter than the sun” 
– which immediately dropped him and 
those traveling with him to the 
ground. 



“He said to me, ‘I am Jesus the Nazarene, the One you 
are persecuting!’ Now those who were with me saw the 
light, but they did not hear the voice of the One who was 
speaking to me. “Then I said, ‘What should I do, Lord?’  

“And the Lord told me, ‘Get up and go into Damascus, 
and there you will be told about everything that is 
assigned for you to do.’  

“Since I couldn’t see because of the brightness of that 
light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me, 
and came into Damascus. Someone named Ananias, a 
devout man according to the law, having a good 
reputation with all the Jews residing there, came and 
stood by me and said, ‘Brother Saul, regain your sight.’ 
And in that very hour I looked up and saw him. Then he 
said, ‘The God of our fathers has appointed you to know 
His will, to see the Righteous One, and to hear the sound 
of His voice. For you will be a witness for Him to all people 
of what you have seen and heard. And now, why delay? 
Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins by 
calling on His name.’ 

ACTS 22:6-16 

 
Acts 26:9–18 (HCSB) 
 
[Paul, speaking to King Herod Agrippa:] “In fact, I myself 
supposed it was necessary to do many things in 
opposition to the name of Jesus the Nazarene. I actually 
did this in Jerusalem, and I locked up many of the saints in 
prison, since I had received authority for that from the 
chief priests. When they were put to death, I cast my vote 
against them. In all the synagogues I often tried to make 
them blaspheme by punishing them. I even pursued them 
to foreign cities since I was greatly enraged at them.  

“I was traveling to Damascus under these 
circumstances with authority and a commission from the 
chief priests. King Agrippa, while on the road at midday, I 
saw a light from heaven brighter than the sun, shining 
around me and those traveling with me. We all fell to the 
ground, and I heard a voice speaking to me in the Hebrew 
language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is 
hard for you to kick against the goads.’ “Then I said, ‘Who 
are You, Lord?’ “And the Lord replied: ‘I am Jesus, the 
One you are persecuting. But get up and stand on your 
feet. For I have appeared to you for this purpose, to 
appoint you as a servant and a witness of what you have 
seen and of what I will reveal to you. I will rescue you from 
the people and from the Gentiles. I now send you to them 
to open their eyes so they may turn from darkness to light 
and from the power of Satan to God, that by faith in Me 
they may receive forgiveness of sins and a share among 
those who are sanctified.’” 

ACTS 26:9-18 

 

 

Paul hears a Voice calling to him, 
and the Voice identified Himself as 
“Jesus, the One you are persecuting.” 
Jesus tells Paul to go on to 
Damascus and await further 
instructions on what he must do. 
Unable to see, Paul is led there by his 
traveling companions. 

Christ then leads a man named 
Ananias to Paul, who says to him, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 
appeared to you on the road you 
were traveling, has sent me so that 
you can regain your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

After that, in short order, three 
more miraculous things occurred: 
something like scales fell from Paul’s 
eyes, he regained his sight, and he 
“got up and was baptized.” 

Miracle after miracle had just 
occurred. The resurrected Messiah, 
Jesus the Christ, had appeared in the 
most dramatic of ways for the 
purpose of calling to Himself a man 
famous (infamous) for being a 
persecutor of His followers. Though 
blinded by the flash of light when 
Jesus appeared, Paul would get his 
sight back in yet another totally 
miraculous occurrence. 

And perhaps the most miraculous 
personal event of all happened next. 
Paul accepted responsibility for his 
own sins, and he began to believe in 
the deity of Jesus, the Son of God. 

Miracles, both physical and 
spiritual, are the hallmark of this 
entire story. 

But how does it end? 
It ends with the most well-known 

part of the process of Christian 
conversion, ever since John had 
come preaching repentance from sin. 

Paul went into the waters of 
baptism, came out a new and 
forgiven man, and he was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 

And through that act of contrition, 
belief, submission, repentance, and 
spiritual conversion by Paul – 
participating in the public rite of 
personal baptism – once again (to 
quote Jesus) all righteousness was 
fulfilled. 
 

 
----------------------------------------- 

 
MORE ON THIS BIBLE STUDY OF BAPTISM 

 
Now I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under 
the cloud, all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into 



Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate the same spiritual 
food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from a 
spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ. 

1 Corinthians 10:1–4 
 

The rite (sacrament) of baptism is one of the most fundamental and 
unique tenets of Christianity there is. And yet, its origins are shrouded in 
mystery. Where did it come from? Did it begin with the ministry of John the 
Baptist? If not, from where did he get it? Some have said it is a modification 
of the Jewish tradition of tevilah, or full-body immersion for religious 
dedication purposes. But since scholars cannot agree on when that began, it 
is difficult to know whether Christian baptism inspired the tevilah, or vice 
versa, or neither. 

As has been our practice all along, this Additional Verses Bible Study 
will focus solely on Scripture (OT and NT, where applicable) to learn what is 
said there about the subject we are studying – in this case, baptism. There are 
43 single verses or extended passages in which some form of the Greek word 
baptisma is found, and we will examine every one of them. 

 

----------------------------------------- 

USAGE OF THE NAME OF GOD IN THESE STUDIES 

As I do in all my Daily and Additional Verses, whenever an OT passage 

contains the four-letter Name of God  יהוה  (transliteration: YHVH or YHWH), 

I change the translation from The LORD to Yahweh. (Yahweh seems to be the 
most common transliteration of the name, but I have recently come across 
some persuasive arguments that the name was originally Yehovah.) 

I don’t do this for reasons of doctrine (or because I think my prayers 
won’t be heard if I don’t pronounce God’s name correctly!) – but simply 
because in the original Hebrew, the word is a proper name. (See Exodus 3:15 
below.)  

And as such, I believe to read the text in a way that uses a proper 
name (and not a title, like Lord) conveys more accurate information. Paul told 
us that “All Scripture is inspired by God,” and so why wouldn’t we want to 
read it the way He inspired it? While it is true that the correct pronunciation 
of YHWH has been lost, “Yahweh” is probably our era’s most commonly used 
equivalent. 

God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever; this is how I 
am to be remembered in every generation.” 

Exodus 3:15 

----------------------------------------- 
 

 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable  
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness,  

so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17  (HCSB) 

 



 

The additional verses which are below 
the Daily Verses will only appear In 
these emails (which are also posted on 
some websites). The current series 
(begun 31 October 2018) of these 
“Additional Verses” takes the Scriptural 
words from the great choral work 
Messiah by Handel and uses them as a 
springboard to examine the context of 
the birth, ministry, character, death, and 
Kingdom of Jesus the Christ. 
 
If you know of others who would like to 
receive these Daily Verses emails – free 
of charge, of course – just have them 
send me their email address.  
I will never allow anyone but me to see or 
to use the email addresses entrusted to 
me, and I will use them only for the 
purpose of these Daily Verses. Promise. 
                                               –GBP2 

How Did All of This Get Started? 
 

In early 2017, I wrote a computer app that 
“knows” all 66 books and 1189 chapters 
which the Bible comprises. When run, it 
selects a totally random chapter in the Bible, 
and keeps track of the ones that have been 
selected. That way, I can work my way 
through all 1189 chapters, without the app 
ever giving me a duplicate. 
 
I first used this for Bible study, and later 
decided that choosing one or more verses 
from each chapter would make a good series 
of Facebook posts. 
 
I began posting them on December 8, 2017, 
and have been doing it daily ever since. I later 
added them to my Twitter account, and am 
now sending them by email, for those who 
prefer to get them this way. 

 

 
 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE: 
If you do not wish to receive these daily emails, please feel free any time to hit “Reply” and tell me. 

I know that mailbox clutter is greatly annoying, and that is certainly not my intention for this! 

 
 
 

 

Research for this publication was assisted by Faithlife Corporation's Logos Bible Software 7. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB).  
Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 
 

ALL NON-BIBLICAL, NON-QUOTED CONTENT © 2018, DR. GROVER B. PROCTOR, JR. 

 

https://www.logos.com/
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