
 

Today’s Bible Verses 
11 DECEMBER 2018 

 

Today's 3 verses are more of David's song of prayer and praise to God. 
 
"Sing to Yahweh, you His faithful ones, and praise His holy name." 
Psalms 30:4  (1 of 3 for Dec 11) 
 
"Yahweh, I called to You; I sought favor from my Lord." 
Psalms 30:8  (2 of 3 for Dec 11) 
 
"Yahweh, listen and be gracious to me; Yahweh, be my helper." 
Psalms 30:10  (3 of 3 for Dec 11) 
 
__________ 
 
(ALL VERSES ARE EXCERPTED FROM THE HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE, HCSB.) 

 
 

The Bible verses in the box above are this day’s verses which 
I selected for my daily posting on both FACEBOOK and TWITTER. 

 
SEE ALSO: 

ChristOurPassover.org 
 
 

ADDITIONAL VERSES BIBLE STUDY: 

THIS SERIES DEDICATED TO MY WIFE, ADRIANNE 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to one 
hope at your calling — one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 

and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
Ephesians 4:4–6 

 
PART 9 

https://www.facebook.com/GroverProctor
https://twitter.com/GBP2
http://www.christourpassover.org/


 

HOLMAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE 

 

COMMENTARY 

 
 
In the evening of that first day of the 
week, the disciples were gathered 
together with the doors locked 
because of their fear of the Jews. Then 
Jesus came, stood among them, and 
said to them, “Peace to you!”  
Having said this, He showed them His 
hands and His side. So the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  
Jesus said to them again, “Peace to 
you! As the Father has sent Me, I also 
send you.” After saying this, He 
breathed on them and said, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 

JOHN 20:19-23 

 
Then He opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures. He also 
said to them, “This is what is written: 
The Messiah would suffer and rise 
from the dead the third day, and 
repentance for forgiveness of sins 
would be proclaimed in His name to all 
the nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things. And 
look, I am sending you what My Father 
promised. As for you, stay in the city 
until you are empowered from on 
high.” 

LUKE 24:45-49 

 
While He was together with them, He 
commanded them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the Father’s 
promise. “This,” He said, “is what you 
heard from Me; for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.”  
So when they had come together, they 
asked Him, “Lord, are You restoring 
the kingdom to Israel at this time?”  
He said to them, “It is not for you to 
know times or periods that the Father 
has set by His own authority. But you 
will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come on you, and you will 
be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” 

ACTS 1:4-8 

 
When they heard this, they came 
under deep conviction and said to 

 
In yesterday’s study, we saw the one major difference 

between John’s baptism and the baptism brought by Jesus 
the Christ. “John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” [Acts 1:5] 

Today, we will be in that short period between the 
Resurrection of Jesus and the coming Day of Pentecost, 
less than 2 months away. We will learn how the receiving 
of the Holy Spirit was essential – both to the apostles and 
to the beginnings of the early church. 

Not long after His resurrection, Christ appeared behind 
locked doors at a gathering of many of his disciples. After 
the physical proofs that it truly was He standing in front of 
them, it is said that He “breathed on them,” allowing them 
to “receive the Holy Spirit.” They were being armed and 
strengthened for their coming ministries as His apostles. 

At a later meeting, Christ “opened their minds” so that 
they were then able to understand all that the Scriptures 
[OT] had prophesied about Messiah. As further preparation 
for their work, He pledged, “I am sending you what My 
Father promised.” He instructed them to stay “in the city” 
(Jerusalem) until they were “empowered from on high.” 

One last time, just before His Ascension, Jesus 
reminded them to remain in Jerusalem (this was quite 
important to Jesus, it seems) and that they would be 
baptized “with the Holy Spirit” a few days thereafter. When 
all of this was accomplished, He told them, they would be 
sent out “to the ends of the earth.” 

What did this mean? Why the need to stay in 
Jerusalem? I’m certain the disciples wondered this, as well. 

Then, roughly 50 days from Passover, came Pentecost. 
Christ’s believers were gathered at the Temple, as the Law 
commanded. Peter delivered his now-famous sermon on 
that day, and the hearers were strengthened in their 
conviction that Jesus was God’s Messiah. 

“What do we do now?” was their question. Peter’s 
answer was simple, and it became a reality that day for 
approximately 3000 of the people gathered there: “Repent 
and be baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the 
forgiveness of your sins.”  

And then what would happen? “You will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.” 

God’s Son, the promised Messiah, was sent to earth to 
suffer and die in order that we (His creation) could receive 
forgiveness of all of our sins.  

The process through which we humans could 
demonstrate (1) sorrow for our sins, (2) our conversion 
over to the way of God, and (3) our acceptance of Christ’s 
sacrifice for us, involves both spiritual and physical steps. 
Peter described it, and we have read it in Scripture 
innumerable times: 

“Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you 
and for your children, and for all who are far off, as many 
as the Lord our God will call.” 

Our physical bodies can do the things Peter said were 
required, but those could be done by rote, without truth in 
our minds, and without sincerity in our hearts. However, 
there is a spirit inside humans (Job 32:8), and – in addition 
to the physical acts – it is from the depths of that God-given 
spirit that we must cry “Abba, Father!” (Romans 4:6, 8:15) 
and lay bare before Him our true hearts and minds. 

Here’s how that works. 



Peter and the rest of the apostles: 
“Brothers, what must we do?”  
“Repent,” Peter said to them, “and be 
baptized, each of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you 
and for your children, and for all who 
are far off, as many as the Lord our 
God will call.” And with many other 
words he testified and strongly urged 
them, saying, “Be saved from this 
corrupt generation!”  
So those who accepted his message 
were baptized, and that day about 
3,000 people were added to them. 

ACTS 2:37-41 

 

If we go to our knees and say words of repentance, that 
is just physical. The words must be accompanied by the 
spiritual true, deep, and sorrowful repentance of (and 
begging forgiveness for) all the ways we have sinned 
against God and our fellow humans. 

If we go into the water, answer the obligatory questions, 
and are immersed, that is just physical. It must be 
accompanied by a spiritual cry out to God our Father that 
we accept the sacrifice of Christ for our salvation from the 
consequences of our sins. (That’s what “being saved from 
our sins” actually means.) 

And it is this union, this marriage, of the physical and 
spiritual into something whole and seamless that was 
presaged by John’s (physical, water) baptism and the 
baptism of Christ (spiritual; the Holy Spirit). 

As we walk through our lives every day, what 
percentage of the time do we “marry” the physical and the 
spiritual in what we do, think, question, and believe? 

Shouldn’t we be attempting to make that 100%? 
 

 
----------------------------------------- 

 
MORE ON THIS BIBLE STUDY OF BAPTISM 

 
Now I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under 
the cloud, all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate the same spiritual 
food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from a 
spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ. 

1 Corinthians 10:1–4 
 

The rite (sacrament) of baptism is one of the most fundamental and 
unique tenets of Christianity there is. And yet, its origins are shrouded in 
mystery. Where did it come from? Did it begin with the ministry of John the 
Baptist? If not, from where did he get it? Some have said it is a modification 
of the Jewish tradition of tevilah, or full-body immersion for religious 
dedication purposes. But since scholars cannot agree on when that began, it 
is difficult to know whether Christian baptism inspired the tevilah, or vice 
versa, or neither. 

As has been our practice all along, this Additional Verses Bible Study 
will focus solely on Scripture (OT and NT, where applicable) to learn what is 
said there about the subject we are studying – in this case, baptism. There are 
43 single verses or extended passages in which some form of the Greek word 
baptisma is found, and we will examine every one of them. 

 

----------------------------------------- 

USAGE OF THE NAME OF GOD IN THESE STUDIES 

As I do in all my Daily and Additional Verses, whenever an OT passage 

contains the four-letter Name of God  יהוה  (transliteration: YHVH or YHWH), 

I change the translation from The LORD to Yahweh. (Yahweh seems to be the 
most common transliteration of the name, but I have recently come across 
some persuasive arguments that the name was originally Yehovah.) 

I don’t do this for reasons of doctrine (or because I think my prayers 
won’t be heard if I don’t pronounce God’s name correctly!) – but simply 
because in the original Hebrew, the word is a proper name. (See Exodus 3:15 
below.)  



And as such, I believe to read the text in a way that uses a proper 
name (and not a title, like Lord) conveys more accurate information. Paul told 
us that “All Scripture is inspired by God,” and so why wouldn’t we want to 
read it the way He inspired it? While it is true that the correct pronunciation 
of YHWH has been lost, “Yahweh” is probably our era’s most commonly used 
equivalent. 

God also said to Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: Yahweh, the God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever; this is how I 
am to be remembered in every generation.” 

Exodus 3:15 

----------------------------------------- 
 

 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable  
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness,  

so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17  (HCSB) 

 
 

The additional verses which are below 
the Daily Verses will only appear In 
these emails (which are also posted on 
some websites). The current series 
(begun 31 October 2018) of these 
“Additional Verses” takes the Scriptural 
words from the great choral work 
Messiah by Handel and uses them as a 
springboard to examine the context of 
the birth, ministry, character, death, and 
Kingdom of Jesus the Christ. 
 
If you know of others who would like to 
receive these Daily Verses emails – free 
of charge, of course – just have them 
send me their email address.  
I will never allow anyone but me to see or 
to use the email addresses entrusted to 
me, and I will use them only for the 
purpose of these Daily Verses. Promise. 
                                               –GBP2 

How Did All of This Get Started? 
 

In early 2017, I wrote a computer app that 
“knows” all 66 books and 1189 chapters 
which the Bible comprises. When run, it 
selects a totally random chapter in the Bible, 
and keeps track of the ones that have been 
selected. That way, I can work my way 
through all 1189 chapters, without the app 
ever giving me a duplicate. 
 
I first used this for Bible study, and later 
decided that choosing one or more verses 
from each chapter would make a good series 
of Facebook posts. 
 
I began posting them on December 8, 2017, 
and have been doing it daily ever since. I later 
added them to my Twitter account, and am 
now sending them by email, for those who 
prefer to get them this way. 

 

 
 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE: 
If you do not wish to receive these daily emails, please feel free any time to hit “Reply” and tell me. 

I know that mailbox clutter is greatly annoying, and that is certainly not my intention for this! 

 
 



 

 

Research for this publication was assisted by Faithlife Corporation's Logos Bible Software 7. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB).  
Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 
 

ALL NON-BIBLICAL, NON-QUOTED CONTENT © 2018, DR. GROVER B. PROCTOR, JR. 

 

https://www.logos.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Holman-Christian-Standard-Bible-HCSB/#booklist

